THE  ECOLE NOBMALE
I hardly had time to say a few words to you at our last meeting. Letters are short, and I have no time now to to make them long. Nevertheless, I want to converse with you about Politics.
I came of age a week ago, but I shall not vote, though I might. I find myself incapable of it, and this is why :
I have but two firm opinions in Politics : the first is that the right of property is absolute; I mean that Man may unreservedly appropriate things to himself, do what he likes with them, destroy them when he possesses them, leave them to his heirs, etc., that ownership is a right anterior to the State, like individual liberty ; that Man possesses things absolutely and in their intrinsic value, not according to the value he has given them.
The second is that all the political rights of a citizen are reduced to one only, which is to consent to the existing form of government, either explicitly or tacitly, that consequently all forms of government are indifferent in themselves and borrow their legitimacy from the acquiescence of the nation. Beyond that I know nothing ; I am therefore incapable of voting, for two reasons :
The first is that, in order to vote, I should have to know the condition of France, its ideas, manners and customs, opinions, and future, for the true government is that which is appropriate to the civilization of the people. I therefore lack a primary element for judging of the best actual government, I do not know what is suitable to France. Consequently, I cannot vote for the Republic or a Monarchy, neither for universal or restricted suffrage, for M. Guizot, M. Cavaignac nor M. Ledru Rollin.
The second is that, even if I knew what would be suitable
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